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Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to Istanbul for “Turkey Hospitality Summit 2011”. Turkey is the unique belief center which has sacred values belonging to three major religions.
I would like to say also outstanding Turkish hospitality can not be found anywhere else. 
The  aim of this summit is to provide a platform which focuses on developing business  opportunities in order to take advantage of the huge potential of Turkey’s tourism and hospitality industry. This summit will explore latest projects and attract new investment opportunities in Turkish hospitality sector.

I can summarize the hot topics of this summit as ; 

-Sustainability of Turkish hotel industry, 

-Sector’s  balance in its budget, 

-Understanding the millenial generation concept, 

-Importance of interior design. 
As you all know, Turkey plays an important role in the international social and economical field as bridge between Europe and Asia. Located on both continents, İstanbul is a unique city which was the capital of three empires. Turkey’s geographically strategic location has encouraged investment interest in our country especially in the hotel industry.

If we look in the past,  over time we see an increasing number of destinations have opened up and invested in tourism development all over the world. So the tourism sector has become a key driver for socio-economic progress by creating new enterprises and new jobs. For many developing countries, tourism is the main source for foreign exchange income.
As the chairman of Turkish Tourism Investors Association (TYD), I am proud of supporting this two-day interactive event because our member companies own and manage the majority of Turkey’s fast developing accommodation, transportation, marina, golf and leisure facilities. So our members and event participants will have networking opportunities and walk away with important contacts / business opportunities in order to achieve business deals. 
Panel sessions will help understanding industry dynamics as well as massive expansion potential of Turkey.
Since the year 2000, different components of the Turkish tourism sector are working together. As a  result, the place of Turkey in the World Tourism  in 10 years changed in our favour from 1,4 % to 2,8 % double in arrivals and also from 1,6 % to 2,2 % in revenues.
Now, Turkey is standing in 7th rank in tourist arrivals and 9th in tourism revenues in the world.
Besides the Sea-Sand-Sun (3S) tourism, the following tourism types became important :  thermal-spa, medical, congress / incentive, historical, cultural, archeological. 

Three years ago, as you all know, a global economic crisis happened and it has still on going bad effects around. Since a new crisis is being expected, investments  all around the world slowed down and came to a stop point. However, tourism investments in Turkey increased in spite of the crisis. Several representatives of foreign countries are continuing to come to our association in order to benefit from mutual investment cooperations.

Turkish tourism in the last 10 years increased 11 %, while world tourism’s increase figure is 3 %. Turkish economy and Turkish Tourism will continue to grow according to our planned goals.

According to our organization’s 2023 goals for Tourism, 60 million arrivals and 60 billion $ revenues will be realised if the private sector  will invest 24 billion $. In the meantime, 15 billion $ of infrastructure investment  (railroads, highways, ports etc.) should be realized by the public sector.

We should not forget that tourism is a leading sector in contributing to peace in the world. As our Turkish Republic Founder -Mustafa Kemal Atatürk- said  : 
“Peace in the country , peace in the world”. Considering the geographic location, the common history, culture and people’s hospitality, this summit should develop into very successful cooperation in the field of tourism.
By using elements such as trade partnerships and visa free travel, we can produce common and attractive multi-center holidays and market them to main tourism spending countries. These packages may mainly include cultural tours consisting of a few weeks around our region.  Also, organizing multilateral meetings of tourism journalists will contribute to the tourism movement.

There is also a need for mutual communication system supplying reliable information on tourism statistics and investment opportunities and procedures supplied by public and private sector and non-governmental organizations. This will improve the tourism joint ventures in our region.

I am delighted to see you in Istanbul as our guests and I would like to extend my warm regards to you all and congratulate NASEBA on behalf of Turkish Tourism Investors Association for organizing such kind of a conference.

Thank you.
