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Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure and privilege for me to welcome you to Istanbul for the Central Asia & Turkey Hotel Investment Conference CATHIC.

The aim of CATHIC is to provide a platform to facilitate investment opportunities in the hospitality industry. The countries to be discussed at CATHIC are prime destinations for hotel development as they look to grow 
their economies. These emerging destinations will especially take benefit from the rapidly growing neighbouring economies such as the Russian Federation, India and China that show the strongest growth among the major tourism spenders.
If we look back we see, over time, an ever increasing number of destinations have opened up and invested in tourism development all over the world. So the tourism sector has become a key driver for socio-economic progress by creating new enterprises and new jobs. Actually for many developing countries tourism is the main source for foreign exchange income. 
As the chairman of the Turkish Tourism Investors Association, I am proud of supporting this two-day interactive event because our member companies own and manage the majority of Turkey’s fast developing accommodation, transportation, marina, golf and leisure facilities. So our members and the event visitors will be able to exploit new alternative opportunities presented by both sides. There is no other event in our geography that delivers what CATHIC does. Furthermore, relationships with adjoining countries such as those in Eastern Europe, Iran and Syria will be reviewed, because they have important links with CATHIC participants.
Beside the economic aspects, we should not forget that tourism is a leading sector in contributing to peace. Considering the geographic location, the common history and culture, and the people’s hospitality, this event should develop into very successful cooperation in the field of tourism. I personally believe that CATHIC will contribute a lot to realize such an atmosphere.
I think that our preceding topic should be the multinational development of tourism between CATHIC countries and we will achieve successful results in the short term.

We can produce common and attractive multi-center holidays and market them to main tourism spending countries. These packages may mainly include  cultural tours consisting of  a few weeks around the region.
On the other hand, organizing multilateral meetings of tourism journalists will contribute to the tourism movement in our region.
We should work together in order to improve the tourism joint ventures in our region. For this purpose, there is a need for mutual communication system supplying reliable information on tourism statistics and investment opportunities and procedures  supplied by public and private sector institutions, as well as by the non-governmental organizations. This conference is a good example for the cooperation of the private sector and non-governmental organizations. But we should extend  it to the governmental level.
When you look through the CATHIC program, we have speakers from around the world. We also have forums, each dedicated to a different topic. This is essential for the success of an event attended by such quality participants who are all leading decision makers in the tourism industry.
I am delighted to see you in Istanbul as our guests and I would like to extend my warm regards to you all and congratulate Bench Events and Questex Media on behalf of  Turkish Tourism Investors Association  for organizing  such kind of  
a conference . 
Thank you.
